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The following documents identified in the Search Report are relevant: 
EP 0371941 B (IBM Corporation), 3 July 1989 
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2. Novelty and Inventive step 

a. The invention defined in claims 1 -34 is not novel and lacks inventiveness when compared with 
documents Dl - D5; all of which disclose a programming interface for a computing platform allowing a 
developer to call functions or services from the operating system and allowing the development of 
software using multiple languages by sharing a common framework; substantially as claimed. 

b. The invention defined in claims 1 -34 appears to lack novelty and inventiveness when compared with 
documents D6 - D10. All the cited documents disclose the essential features as identified under the 
heading Descriptive Support in box VII. For example, see.D6, in particular abstract, paragraphs 11,13, 
15, 31, 39-42, 44-50, figures 1^ etc. 
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1. Clarity 




a. Claim 1 is not clear because the working inter-relationship between the listed integers is not apparent. I 
cannot therefore understand the scope of what is being claimed. 


b. Claims 1 , 1 7, 23, 26, and 30 are not clear, hi particular, phrases such as group 
23), and Junctions or set of functions (claims 26 and 30) are of a general nature 
also not apparent whether services and functions are intended to be the same a 
It is noted that in patent claims, different words are taken to be defining differ 
suggests that a single thing may be referred to. 


of services (claims 1, 17 and 
and of indefinite scope. It is 
, or different from, each other, 
nt things; however the context 


2. Descriptive Support 




a. Claims 1, 17, 23, 26 and 30 do not define the invention described because they omit many features which, 
from reading the specification as a whole, appear to be essential to the invention. These features include: 


• Adapting and deploying the programming interface for use on a distril 
see specification page 4 line 15 - page 5 line 1 1 . 


uted computing environment, 


• Permitting multi-language development and seamless integration by sl 
see specification page 9 lines 15-16. 


pporting multiple languages, 


• The structure of the programming interface framework, such as having CLS, API, CLR and 
OS/Serviceslayers, seepage 11 line 9 -page 15 line 4, figures 1-2. 


• The use of namespaces to group together like types that provide a specific set of related functionality, 
see page 12 lines 20-23, figure 3. 


• The sharing of a common programming model between different services/functions (claim 1), see 
specification page 16 lines 6-15, figures. 


fx] The claimed invention is patentable according to Section 1 3(2); or 




j 1 The claimed invention is unpatentable according to Section 1 3(2) because: 
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